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[Speaker 4] (0:00 - 0:03)
I'd like to call the Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety to order.

[Speaker 15] (0:04 - 0:22)
The Committee Administrator's Assistant will please call the roll. Representatives Adams, Harrell, Garcia, Harrell, Jenny, Kravitz, Kaur, Ross, Snyder. Quorum is present, Madam Assistant.

[Speaker 4] (0:24 - 0:57)
Thank you. Let the record show that a quorum is present. And I would like to ask everyone in the audience and here to please place your cell phones, pagers on silent or vibrate.

And anyone wishing to speak before the Committee to please fill out an appearance card. Members, we will be hearing one bill today, House Bill 573 by Representative Rivera. You know he is here.

There he is. Representative Rivera, you're recognized.

[Speaker 3] (1:10 - 3:46)
Thank you very much, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, members of the Committee, thank you for allowing me to present House Bill 573. As some of you may know, Florida currently ranks third in the nation in the volume of child pornography moving across this state by way of the Internet.

In Florida alone, there are at least ten known victims whose victimization was photographed and is now being distributed around the world every day. As the Internet expands, so does the production, trade, and viewing of images portraying children being sexually abused. According to a recent study, one out of every seven children between 10 and 17 years of age are solicited to engage in online sexual activity.

House Bill 573 enhances the penalties for these crimes that steal the innocence of our children, as well as creating a separate penalty for those who travel to sexually abuse a child they have met over the Internet. The bill addresses the growing problem of child pornography and child sexual abuse through the use of the Internet by clarifying that the Office of Statewide Prosecution has jurisdiction over these offenses involving the Internet, creating a new penalty, a 15-year jail sentence, for predators who contact a child online and then attempt to meet the child for the purpose of further abusing them sexually, increasing penalties for possession or promotion of child pornography that includes images of children under five, sexual battery of a child, sadomasochistic abuse of a child, or any pornographic video or live movie of a child. For possession of these images, the charge increases from a third-degree felony to a second-degree felony, punishable from five to 15 years of jail time. For promotion and distribution of these images, the charge increases from a second-degree felony to a first-degree felony, a 15 to 30-year jail sentence.

Types of images I have just described are certainly horrific and sickening to anyone. This bill sends a message to those who would perpetrate these crimes that if they target our children, they will be put behind bars for a long time. Madam Chair, that is the bill.

There are two amendments, and if I could ask your indulgence, before we proceed to the amendments, we have Attorney General Bill McCollum here that would like to address the committee.

[Speaker 4] (3:46 - 3:58)
Thank you, Representative Rivera. And we will now recognize Attorney General Bill McCollum, and thank you for being here today. I know this is a very important bill and something that you're very much in favor of.

[Speaker 7] (3:59 - 7:44)
Well, thank you very much, Madam Chairman, and I want to assure you I'm proud to be here with Representative Rivera today and to support strongly his bill. It's one that I think is vital to our state. I know you personally are aware of it, and I think most of the members of the committee are, but it's an extremely important bill.

Representative Rivera gave some startling statistics, and I can tell you firsthand how some of these ideas came about the need for this particular legislation from our Cybercrimes Child Predator Unit in Jacksonville. Florida, as some of you know, ranks third in the nation in the volume of child pornography and sexual abuse images of children that appear every day on our screens, and I'm told that if you want to correlate that in the world, if we were a country, we would rank in the world sixth in terms of volume every day of the sort of thing that's produced. I've been over to that unit.

A couple of you have been, too. I think you perhaps have, Madam Chairman. And when we see people every day eager to talk on the Internet to our children and to try to lure them to a site and do something to them, it's really remarkable.

These images and these conversations take place in chat rooms. They take place with instant messages. They take the form of various sexual acts.

We see that the pictures that are there are shared. They're often traded. And I'd just comment two quick things to you about child pornography, which is part of this.

Some people don't see the gravity of that as a crime. Every child that's abused is in pain. If these pictures are taken, these photographs are taken of a child, a five-year-old, a six-year-old, often sometimes even babies, those pictures are reproduced on the Internet, and they stay in essence that pain stays with the child for a lifetime.

It is not right to have the abuse in the first place. It is triply, quadruply wrong to have this type of image that's conveyed, collected, stored, and reproduced over many, many years. So I'm very proud today to support HB 573.

I want to give you one illustration that I think illustrates the point of the first provision that Representative Rivera pointed out to you, the desire to increase the penalty from five years to 15 years from going over and actually traveling to meet a child. It's not unusual for somebody to go on the Internet and look for a child. It isn't, unfortunately, too unusual for them to go actually to the site.

We had a case just recently that the child predator unit that's only been up for a year found was startling. It had a seven-time convicted felon using a public library computer, lured what he thought was a 13-year-old girl to meet him, and showed up with a hunting knife resting on the floor between the two front seats. That's a real case that we had this year in our cybercrimes unit.

He was sentenced to five years, thank goodness, but that was the maximum time for that sentence. That's why today we think that there ought to be a greater one. I mentioned earlier to the council where you were and Representative Garcia was, a case I'd like all of you to hear about.

There's a very veteran-respected, this is a pending case so I can't name names here, attorney in this state who posed as a 15-year-old girl and lured, while online, 11 young teenagers, teenage boys, to expose themselves and engage in lewd or sexual conduct on webcam, not knowing that this was a predator on the other end that was filming them and their acts were going to be reproduced not just for his keeping but all over the internet. These are the types of crimes that we are looking to seek additional punishment for today.

Again, I'm very proud to be here supporting this bill. It's a very important bill and I'm very pleased to strongly support Representative Rivera's bill. Thank you.

[Speaker 4] (7:45 - 7:54)
Thank you. Members, there are two amendments. Representative Rivera, you're recognized to explain your first amendment.

[Speaker 3] (7:55 - 9:26)
Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and I also wish to join in commending Attorney General McCollum for bringing to fruition an issue I know he's discussed for a long time now. I know last year in particular there were many months where I was with Attorney General McCollum both in South Florida and different parts of the state where he always stressed what a priority issue this is for him and it's wonderful to see that it's come to fruition today. In terms of our amendments, the first amendment makes several clarifying changes to the bill and addresses comments made in the staff analysis as well.

The amendment defines terms that were not defined in the bill. It increases the severity of the offense of possession of child pornography when the images are particularly offensive and provides that this will apply when the offender possesses 10 or more images of any child pornography and at least one of the images involves a child under the age of 5 or another particularly offensive image. The amendment also includes a provision increasing penalties when an offender misrepresents his age in order to seduce a child over the internet.

This is a behavior where the sex offender attempts to show that he is closer in age to the child so the child will feel more comfortable and is sometimes referred to as grooming. And finally, the amendment ranks the offense of traveling to meet a minor for the purpose of committing a sexual offense in the offense severity ranking chart to make sure that we can rank the criminal punishment code for sentencing purposes. That is the first amendment, Madam Chair.

[Speaker 4] (9:26 - 9:30)
Thank you. Questions? Representative Kravitz, you are recognized for a question.

[Speaker 9] (9:30 - 9:53)
Yes. Representative Rivera, in the amendment that concerns the traveling to seduce or solicit or lure I see where it says it commits a felony of second degree. So what would the minimum mandatory be on that?

I know it cites chapters, but I'm not an attorney.

[Speaker 4] (9:53 - 9:54)
You're recognized.

[Speaker 9] (9:54 - 10:13)
Five to 15. Oh, so it's a reduction? No.

No. Would the Chair follow? Follow.

I saw it on the original bill. It was mandatory 15 years. Minimum mandatory for this.

[Speaker 3] (10:14 - 10:32)
You're recognized. We've had several technical changes in the criminal classification on sentencing. I want to make sure I don't misrepresent any of those sentencing changes.

So perhaps I don't have that change in my notes here, but I know we have Maureen Hork in the Deputy Attorney General for cyber crimes, and maybe she can come up and give that one.

[Speaker 4] (10:32 - 10:38)
I believe that Trina can answer that one. Oh, perfect. Trina Kramer, our Staff Director.

You're recognized.

[Speaker 16] (10:38 - 10:57)
The original bill I think inadvertently didn't rank the offense at issue here. The original bill did make it a second degree felony. The amendment ranks the offense in the Offense Severity Ranking Chart in a level to which it's going to require at least 21 months in prison and up to 15 years in prison.

[Speaker 9] (11:02 - 11:04)
If there aren't any questions, I'll just hold for debate.

[Speaker 4] (11:06 - 11:21)
Further questions? No further questions. Representative Revere, you're recognized.

Close on your amendment.

[Speaker 3] (11:21 - 11:22)
I close on the amendment.

[Speaker 4] (11:25 - 11:26)
You want to debate the amendment?

[Speaker 9] (11:27 - 12:08)
Representative Kravitz, you're recognized. Well, Representative Revere, let me just ask you, would you be open to further? I mean, I don't understand why we couldn't do a minimum 15 years, minimum mandatory.

If you solicit on the Internet and travel to perform or entice a child to commit a sexual act or whatever, however the language is, why not make, or would you be open to making that a minimum mandatory of 15 years?

[Speaker 3] (12:11 - 12:29)
My understanding, Representative Kravitz, and again, I want to make sure that I have these classifications correct, but the soliciting online remains a five year max, but traveling to meet adds a new crime, a completely new crime, which gives you a 15 year maximum.

[Speaker 4] (12:34 - 12:57)
Well, any further debate? Any further questions? Without objection, shall we show the amendment adopted?

Show the amendment adopted. Now I'll turn over the gavel to Representative Snyder.

[Speaker 12] (13:12 - 13:15)
Representative Adams, you are recognized to explain your amendment.

[Speaker 4] (13:16 - 14:01)
Thank you, Mr. Chair. This amendment requires sexual predators and sexual offenders to provide their e-mail addresses and instant message names to FDLE as part of the sexual offender registry. The bill authorizes FDLE to provide e-mail and instant message information to commercial social networking websites so that companies can compare the e-mail addresses and instant message information against registered users of the website and so that the company can compare this information against individuals who are attempting to sign up on their websites.

This will give commercial social networking websites the tools they need to make their sites safer for our children. It is also noted that we are having the same type of legislation pending in a couple other states at this time and in Congress.

[Speaker 12] (14:03 - 14:08)
Thank you, Representative Adams. Are there any questions of Representative Adams on this amendment?

[Speaker 17] (14:14 - 14:33)
Thank you, Mr. Chair. Representative Adams, I support your good amendment and just would ask this. Was there consideration to not allowing sexual offenders to even have a e-mail address once they're designated as an offender or a predator?

[Speaker 4] (14:36 - 14:49)
The thought process is that we would then have to determine if they are still on probation, not on probation. And so that's something we could consider, but we want to be very careful when we start working on the registry issues.

[Speaker 12] (14:52 - 14:53)
Representative Harrell, you had a question?

[Speaker 8] (14:54 - 15:16)
Yes, I do. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question is, are the providers of these Internet sites or the people that we're giving the addresses to, what are they going to do with that?

Are we requiring them to do anything to match it against e-mails that are coming in or out, or what are they going to do with these addresses?

[Speaker 4] (15:19 - 15:42)
We're actually allowing them to have that information so that they can make their sites safer for the people on them that are not predators or offenders of that nature. What we're doing is we're allowing them the information so that they can match it against the people that are entering their websites and using their websites, and also those who are trying to obtain membership to the websites.

[Speaker 8] (15:46 - 16:13)
Thank you. If we are giving them the site, the e-mails, then actually to bounce it off against e-mails that are coming into their site, are we requiring them to report that information to a law enforcement agency so that action can be taken, or are we just leaving it up to them to take whatever action they see fit? Or even, are we requiring them to look at them?

We're giving it to them, but is there any requirement that they do anything with it?

[Speaker 4] (16:15 - 16:52)
Representative Harrell, I would say that there is no requirement for them to house a database, if that's what you're trying to ask, if they're going to have a database. And I would be concerned about a database based on the fact that then you have all the sexual predators going into this one little database. They'd be able to collect their e-mails and join forces to send e-mails back and forth.

That would be my concern. But what we are doing is giving them a tool to help protect their clientele and our citizens. Now, as far as what they will do with it, we do have some speakers here from some of the websites, and I think that they will best answer that.

[Speaker 12] (16:55 - 17:05)
Are there any further questions? Discussion? Are you back in charge?

[Speaker 4] (17:06 - 17:28)
Actually not, Regent Snyder. You get to hold onto it just a little bit longer. May I ask for the Chair's indulgence, and let's bring up Hernando Hemanshu Nigam from MySpace, and maybe he will be able to help answer some of the questions.

[Speaker 1] (17:32 - 28:53)
Thank you. My name is Hemanshu Nigam, and I'm the Chief Security Officer for Fox Interactive Media and MySpace. And I'd like to ask the Committee's indulgence.

This will take maybe 15 to 20 minutes to walk through some of the efforts that we have going and then also focusing on the legislation. Prior to joining Fox Interactive Media, I was a prosecutor at the U.S. Department of Justice, handling Internet child exploitation cases similar to the ones that we're talking about today, and also handling computer crime cases and an advisor to a Congressional Committee on Online Child Safety. Prior to DOJ, I was also a prosecutor in the L.A. County District Attorney's Office specializing in child molestation cases. I'm honored by your invitation to participate in this meeting today, and I also especially want to thank General McCollum and Speaker Rubio and Chairwoman Adams and Representatives Dean and Rivera for your leadership on this. MySpace appreciates the opportunity to share our approach to online safety, and we applaud your efforts to safeguard the children and the citizens of Florida. What I'll be doing is doing a presentation and walking through the presentation.

MySpace is a part of a very large family. We're owned by News Corporation and run by Fox Interactive Media, which is the Internet arm of News Corporation. Measured by page views, MySpace is the largest website in the world.

We are growing at a rapid rate, and we are working hard to manage the challenges that we face. Today's teens use the web in ways never before imaginable. They are living their lives online, connecting with their friends, and expressing themselves through pictures, blogs, and music, and many of them are doing this on MySpace.

The online world offers many new benefits, but it also carries a number of the same risks that exist in the physical world. It's critical that parents have the tools and knowledge to parent effectively in this online world. This is an ongoing focus of ours.

Another focus of ours is working with the industry and lawmakers to do what we can to make the Internet a safer place for today's youth. And it's why I came to MySpace, and it's also why I'm here today. There are a number of important elements that together form a strong foundation for Internet safety at MySpace.

Those elements include, and as you see on the screen, the latest available technology to enhance safety, widely disseminated education for teens, parents, and others, active and engaged advocacy organizations, trained and effective law enforcement, sound public policy, industry-wide leadership, and international reach that reflects the reach of the Internet. Each of these elements is essential, and all of them are integral to each other. Our approach to creating a safer environment for the MySpace community is threefold.

One, we build safety into every feature of MySpace. Second, we are constantly building new safety features into MySpace. These features prevent teens from accessing inappropriate content, protect teens from people with bad intentions, and empower all members to be safer.

Three, we work closely with law enforcement to prevent problems from occurring, and when necessary, to bring perpetrators to justice. Our safety efforts are primarily focused on two places within the MySpace universe. We focus on protecting the approximately 15% of MySpace users who are between the ages of 14 and 18, and using means that I'm going to talk about in a second.

And we also focus on identifying and keeping out the very small number of people who would do harm to our users, particularly potential predators who would prey on vulnerable teens. In this area, we've made great strides, but it's also where we need your help. Almost all of our safety efforts fall into one of three categories.

The first is contact. Our goal is to prevent teens from receiving unwanted contact on MySpace, and that includes keeping predators, both of those who have been previously convicted and those who have not been convicted, off of our site. Two, content.

The Internet in general is full of content that may be inappropriate for someone under 18. We work very hard to block this content from ever getting onto MySpace in the first place. We also have a number of ways to keep underage users from accessing age-inappropriate content on our site, whether it's a mature discussion group or a personal ad.

And third is collaboration. Collaboration with teens, parents, and other companies in the industry, and as I already mentioned, law enforcement, is critical to keeping all of our users safer and more secure. So let's go into each area in just a little more detail.

And let me tell you some of the things we have been doing regarding contact. The features in our safety infrastructure are based on age. We created contact barriers between younger users and older users.

We've developed a number of policies and technologies that stop unwanted contact between teens and adults. For example, we created a technical wall that protects under-18s from being contacted by adults. There's a similar wall that doesn't allow adults to browse for younger users or look at their profiles.

We created barriers to keep users under 18 from getting to mature areas as well. We now require email verification of all of our new members. New users cannot activate their account until they reply to a confirmation email that is sent to the email address that they specify in their registration.

This technique is widely viewed as a tool to prevent fraud and as a deterrent to predators because it gives law enforcement further tools to track those who misuse the Internet to find potential victims. Also, in partnership with Sentinel Tech, and the CEO of that corporation is present here today, we've developed the first national searchable database containing information on an estimated 600,000 registered sex offenders in the United States, including the 39,000 that are estimated to be in the state of Florida. This database, which we call Sentinel Safe, brings together more than 50 state and local sexual offender registries for the first time ever.

MySpace's dedicated 24-7 safety team will proactively use this tool, and when a positive match is confirmed, we will remove and block these individuals from our community. If we discover inappropriate conduct, and this is in relation to the question that was posed earlier, if we discover inappropriate conduct, we will report it to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children so they can work with law enforcement to bring these perpetrators to justice. What we're doing isn't enough, though, and we need more tools that can only be obtained through legislation, legislation of the type that we're talking about today.

Sex offender registries provide only the offender's physical address currently. The Internet has become part of our world as integral as the neighborhoods in which we live, and we should treat it as such, and when it comes to safety. Convicted sex offenders must be required to register their email addresses.

Currently, convicted sex offenders who don't comply with the requirement to register in the physical world, their physical address, can be prosecuted and returned to jail. The same protections must be extended to the online world as well. Legislation for a convicted sex offender email registry would require convicted sex offenders to register all of their email addresses and instant messenger addresses into a sex offender database so that social networking sites like ourselves can block access to those registrants.

Failure to comply would be considered a violation of the terms of probation or parole. We also need offenses written into law that reflect the predatory behavior that we see taking place on the Internet. We have to attack the grooming process the moment it begins, and so therefore it should be a crime for an adult to change their age with the intent to solicit a minor online for sexual purposes.

When it comes to content, there are numerous ways we keep inappropriate content off of MySpace and block teens from accessing age-inappropriate content. We have strict image policies and employee technologies to identify and prevent bad images from being uploaded to our site. We block known bad URLs from being posted on the site.

We also review by hand all videos and all images posted on the site. There is content on our site accessible to adults that we block from underage users. As mentioned earlier, if you're under 18, you can't access mature content such as a mature discussion group or personal ads.

We also protect our users under 18 by warning them not to post information that could identify them personally. We closely monitor profiles on MySpace and delete user accounts for uploading inappropriate images and videos. Our over-under blocking feature, which is what we're calling it our over-under blocking feature, is both a contact and a content feature.

This privacy tool allows users under the age of 18 to block adults from contacting them or even from viewing their profiles. And this reverse holds true as well. This privacy feature is available to adults so they can also block younger users from contacting them or viewing their profile.

And that was designed in relation to teens who may be at risk. We believe collaboration with others is essential to protecting teens on the Internet. Parents are our first line of defense.

MySpace is committed to working with parents by giving them the tools like you see on the screen in front of you. Like our upcoming software, which is currently codenamed Zephyr, designed to help parents effectively parent in the online world. Zephyr is free software for parents that reveals the age and the username of teens using MySpace regardless of where they log in.

When you think about the many features of our safety infrastructure that are based on age, this is a very important and critical tool. And it will be available by early summer. We've also developed guides for parents that you see copies of on your screen.

Guides for schools and law enforcement to help them better understand social networking, the risks, as well as the tips on how to be safer online. Broad public awareness is extremely critical and important. Working with the Ad Council, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, we have distributed public service announcements over the airways and over the Internet.

And the PSA that I'm going to show you, is there volume on this? The PSA that I'm going to show you now features Kiefer Sutherland of the show 24. And today, we're participating in the launch of Project Online Safety.

An educational campaign focused on promoting Internet safety to parents and youth in partnership with other networks and media companies.

[Speaker 10] (28:55 - 30:46)
It only takes a few minutes. On TV, Jack Bauer has 24 hours to make the world safe. In real life, it only takes a few minutes to do the same for our children.

Don't let them run into trouble on the Internet. Common sense.

[Speaker 1] (30:54 - 32:21)
Working with law enforcement runs through everything we do. We consider law enforcement our partners and provide ongoing support to the local, state, and federal level of law enforcement. We have trained in person over 1,000 law enforcement officers on how to investigate and prosecute cybercriminals on MySpace.

As a former prosecutor, I take this role very personally and very seriously. I'd also like to recognize, and I believe Detective Mike Duffy is actually in the audience, who is here today and is an active member of our experts committee. We also provide, and I mentioned Detective Mike Duffy because he's part of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.

We also provide law enforcement guides that detail everything from how to request information from us to the type of information we retain to how to interpret the information we provide. We have distributed these guides to over 1,500 law enforcement officers across the country and continue to put out more of these guides as law enforcement officers contact us. There's no one silver bullet to solving the challenge of Internet safety.

We have to keep at this problem, just like we continue to work at making our towns and cities safer year in and year out. I do believe that with your support, working with the industry, with law enforcement parents and teachers, we can make the Internet a brightly lit neighborhood for today's teens. Madam Chair, I...

[Speaker 12] (32:21 - 32:29)
Thank you, sir, very much. Very nice presentation. Do we have any questions of Mr. Ross, Representative Ross?

[Speaker 14] (32:29 - 33:05)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all, as a parent of two teenage boys who are MySpace users and avid MySpace users, I appreciate your safety and security concerns because it's very important. My one concern, though, is that the underage users, how do you verify the accuracy of the age of the user?

Because underage users, people will represent their underage and sometimes underage will represent just the opposite. So the reliability of that data as to the age of the user I think is very important, and I'd be curious as to how you verify that.

[Speaker 1] (33:05 - 35:08)
One of the greatest challenges we're facing is that the ability to identify the existence of an individual who's under 18 or under 21 almost doesn't exist in today's world. So what we've done inside of Microsoft or MySpace, I go back to my old days, inside of MySpace is we have actually built a search algorithm that crawls our site 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, looking for idiosyncrasies or inconsistencies in people's profiles. So it will do something as simple as say you have a 12-year-old who signs up and says he's 16.

We will look at what the sign-up is, what information is contained in that profile. So for example, he may say something like, I'm actually in so-and-so middle school, or I'm really 12. And any profile that is picked up by the search algorithm is reviewed 24-7, team working, looking at every single profile that gets picked up in person.

They look at what's in it, they look at what they're saying, all of those types of things. And then they make a determination, is this person of the correct age? If not, they're deleted.

Every week we're deleting in the neighborhood of 30,000 profiles a week based on this technology that we built in-house. The second thing we're doing, which we find very amazing in our community and is very much like the physical world, which is citizens tend to protect each other. In our own community, we're finding anywhere between 5,000 to 8,000 reports that we get weekly of our own users telling us there's an individual who's not correct about their age.

And when we receive that, we review it and we delete the profile. Just so people are aware, deletion on our site is a very severe form of punishment. And I say that because when you're deleted, every email you've sent, every group you're a part of, every forum you've participated in, every friend you have, everything is disintegrated from the site.

And in essence, your existence completely disappears. So if you ever want to come back on, you have to recreate your entire world. So to us, our users are very good about telling us, and our technology backs it up as much as we can.

[Speaker 12] (35:10 - 35:13)
Thank you, sir. Representative Harrell, and then Representative Gross.

[Speaker 8] (35:14 - 35:38)
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And back to my original question to Representative Adams on the amendment. What are you exactly going to do with the addresses that you will receive?

Because we're now going to require that all these email addresses be given to spaces like MySpace. Are you going to delete these? Are you going to prevent them from going online?

What exactly are you going to do with them?

[Speaker 1] (35:38 - 36:44)
We're actually going to do a combination of things, or we expect to do a combination of things. First, I'd like to, at some point, take a moment to show the technology that we built Sentinel Safe, and John Cordillo from Sentinel Safe is here to do that. And then it will tie in very nicely with your question.

But what we're going to do is, in the Sentinel Safe, there is an email field. So when a user signs up, we will compare the email that's inputted against the database that contains the emails once this legislation passes. If there's a match, that individual will be blocked from signing up completely.

But let's say that individual has come onto our site and happened either earlier or some other way they got on. We'll still be doing historical searches against the site to see if there's any potential matches. If there are, we will review the profile, see if there's any type of conduct that concerns us of the type that may be necessary to refer to law enforcement or the National Center.

And if we do find something, we'll immediately refer it to the National Center, preserve the data surrounding it, and wait for some sort of legal compliance so we can disclose it and work with law enforcement.

[Speaker 12] (36:46 - 36:47)
Representative Garcia?

[Speaker 11] (36:50 - 37:25)
Hello, welcome. I'm sorry. I'm from the computer trade group.

First of all, I welcome all the changes. Representative Rivera, you're to be commended for this. We at Miami Beach have been fighting this for a long, long time with all sorts of exclusion and so far and so on.

I just have a question for you, and maybe you'll explain it, but somehow I didn't understand it. How would a parent be able, if you have eight sons, how would a parent be able to monitor what their children communicate?

[Speaker 1] (37:27 - 38:54)
So you're asking the question of a father of four children. The way this software is designed is once it's installed on the computer, any profile that is accessed will be tagged, and a parent will be notified. So let's say you do have four children or eight children, and they have multiple MySpace pages or profiles.

Every single one of them will be informed, will be given notice of to the parent. And at that point, one of the things that we're trying to do is inspire a dialogue between the parent and their children. And that dialogue should take the form of something like this.

Who is this username? Which one of you eight owns this one, this one, this one? And then let's talk about safety.

And then that's why we're also giving tools to parents to talk about how online safety works, the things that they should keep aware of, just like they do in the physical world. Unfortunately, we won't be able to tell the parent directly, Johnny, who's 16 years old, in your house is the one who owns user profile, you know, John Doe, whatever the username is. But at least the parent knows there is an access to that profile.

They now have the capability of having an online safety discussion at home, and also knowing whether or not the right age is provided. If not, we're building the software so the parent can communicate with us directly to either delete the profile, because at the end of the day, the parent should rule the house, not us. And second, set the age to the correct age if that's incorrect.

I have a quick follow-up.

[Speaker 11] (38:55 - 39:00)
Yeah, but actually my question was, will the parent be able to read what the child is writing? No.

[Speaker 1] (39:00 - 39:31)
No, there will not be. We did look at all these different areas. What we do know is in the community of software providers, there's a lot of providers of software that allow you to do anything from know where your kids are visiting, to read every single email they've written, to know who their friends are, all of those kinds of things.

We actually provide that software on our site. If you want to come and get it as a parent, you can come to our own site and even download software that blocks access to our site completely.

[Speaker 11] (39:31 - 39:34)
I'm sorry, one more follow-up.

[Speaker 1] (39:34 - 39:35)
One more follow-up, I promise.

[Speaker 11] (39:35 - 39:41)
Now, how will you be able to establish that it's a parent who's asking for data, information, and not somebody else?

[Speaker 1] (39:42 - 40:31)
We have currently already implemented a process by which parents have to provide certain information to let us know they are in fact the parent of the teen who's in the house that they're trying to delete. The reason we're putting up what I would call barriers to the ease of deletion is that we want to prevent any cyberbullying situations where a boyfriend and a girlfriend are having a fight and the girlfriend decides to call and get the boyfriend's profile deleted, saying she's the mother, but she's not. So we do have built in a process on our site already that parents are actually using every day to have profiles deleted.

Whether their teen is of age on our site, is underage on our site, it doesn't matter to us because what we're saying to parents is you decide how to raise your kids in the physical world, you should also have the same tools available in the online world.

[Speaker 12] (40:32 - 40:47)
Thank you very much. Thank you, sir. Any further questions?

Sir, thank you for your, that was a good presentation. You know, all of us are in a battle for the hearts and minds of our children. It's good when we sense there's an ally with us out there in that fight.

Thank you very much. At this time, the chair would recognize John Cardillo.

[Speaker 1] (40:48 - 41:23)
And if you don't mind, I'd like to introduce him only because we've been working very closely, so put it in context. Feel free, sir. John is the CEO of Sentinel Tech, and he's going to demonstrate exactly how Sentinel Safe is going to work.

And John's background actually spans law enforcement as well as technology. Before founding Sentinel Tech, John was a 10-year veteran of the New York City Police Department, serving six of those as a detective. And he's now an industry-leading expert on security and identity verification.

John and his team are making a tremendous contribution to our own efforts at MySpace to find solutions to the challenges of online safety.

[Speaker 2] (41:33 - 52:29)
Madam Chair and committee members, I want to thank you very much for the opportunity to present our service today and give you a brief demonstration. I'd also like to thank our partners at MySpace and Attorney General McCollum and Representative Rivera for their work, their ongoing work, with regards to the efforts they're engaging in for child protection. If you can indulge me just a few moments while we head up the demonstration for you.

Sorry about this, we just have to restart the computer. I just want to add one more note. It's an honor for us to be here because we're a South Florida-based company.

Our executive offices are in Miami and our technology and development center is in the Doral area, just a little bit west in Dade County. And I don't think we'd have been the company we are had we not relocated. Florida's been incredibly business-friendly to us, so I just want to thank the committee and the legislature for that.

We found a real talent pool of executives that were looking to work in technology that simply didn't have the opportunities because companies weren't relocating here. And this service has become a passion. The developers working on this are dads.

So I've found something very unique when we engage in child protection and predator detection. They actually enjoy working weekends and late nights, so it's been great for us. And I think we're getting there, so if you indulge me a few more moments we'll start the demonstration.

I'll give you the quick history of what Sentinel Safe is and how we developed it. We were looking at the social networking world, and we said this is a very unique environment. There are large amounts of teens coming onto the site.

As Hemu spoke to earlier, it's nearly impossible to verify that a teen is in fact a real person. We just simply don't allow access to the aggregated data on teens. There are school records, there are medical records, there are still juvenile files, so it simply doesn't exist.

And to answer Representative Ross's question, really there simply is no way that it's a teen or a pedophile or predator creating an alter ego online as a child, and they'll assume that identity and engage other kids in conversation. So what we basically said was let's build a proactive tool. There's all this data out there on the registered offenders.

We've got 600 or some odd thousand registered offenders in the United States. We, as an identity verification background screening company, had all this data, and we said why not just build what will effectively be a national registry that's searchable on multiple points. There's somewhere in the neighborhood of 120 some odd points, everything from basic name and address to a scar on the left arm.

We built this service to be able to search on all of those points. So, for example, if a teen is engaged in a conversation online and makes a report to a security team, well, I don't know much about him, but I know he was a white male around 25 years old, and he had a shark tattoo on his arm. This, and we'll be ready to go.

What I'm first going to demonstrate is Sentinel Safe as we built it for MySpace. So we're going to show you how it works, the applications, the functionality of Sentinel Safe within the MySpace user environment. Okay, this is a recreation of a MySpace user interface.

The demonstration I'm going to do is we're going to use as an example an actual offender. He was a Florida, a convicted registered Florida offender who registered on MySpace. We were able to detect him via the software.

He registered by only using his last name and his first initial, and it's a great way to show you how Sentinel Safe works even with limited information. In this case, he only used the last name Ludwig, first initial R. What happens is we'll find all of the Ludwigs, all of the Ludwigs with first initial R in the United States, not in general.

On the left side is the Sentinel Safe interface. That's the photo of the offender with a complete dossier on the offender's crimes, on the offender's sentencing, pedigree information, scars, tattoos. On the right side, the MySpace security team is seeing the person who registered MySpace profile, the homepage photo from the profile, so they can make a comparison.

In this case, he was the second one down. We thought he looked a lot like the gentleman on the, I guess it would be the R on my right and on the left in the photo. What would then happen is the MySpace security team could click here.

They would go to the person's full MySpace profile. Then what they would do there is they would take a look at other photos on the profile, which I'm not logged into MySpace, so in the interest of time, we can log in. That way, there was a photo.

In this one, they can go to his current photos, compare those photos, reconcile them, and make a determination on whether or not they had the right individual. In this particular case, we did. The first photo, and we'll show you, was very similar in appearance to his sex offender photo.

He's a little bit older in his first photo, similar hair color. We made the keyboard go a little, but in any event, what you would see is a more recent photograph of him that looked a lot like the offender photo. We could then go back to the offender photo and say, okay, yeah, we basically have our guy.

Let's see what he's done, who he is, et cetera. In this case, he was of particular interest to us because he had two counts of lewd and lascivious with a child under 16, as well as failure to notify the sheriff. There are several options.

They could delete the profile, refer to law enforcement, refer to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, et cetera. Let's assume for a second that an offender acts as those of us who are in law enforcement, and most of us now, unfortunately, know that they do, which is they don't enter any actual information. What we did was we said, okay, we want to build in technologies that can beat the offender.

If the offender were only to register with a name and date of birth, or if the offender registered with information that was all false, we would then be able to take the photo that was on the site. If we assume for a second that it was the same offender photo, we would be able to just take that photograph, assuming that a complaint was made. Let's say this was reactionary to a MySpace end user.

They were complaining about their interaction with this person. I don't like an image he showed me. I don't like the way he spoke to me.

Well, we looked at the site, and for example, it only told us he had given his name as John Smith. We knew that to be a fake name, but in the past, there would have been very little we could have done. Let me just pull up the photos on the drive.

I want to show you how to scan the photo. Because there are three people in the photo, we can actually isolate out the individual who we want to investigate. I'm going to turn around.

Excuse me one second to see this a little better.

[Speaker 1] (52:35 - 52:39)
There's actually a computer program we're writing, so it will be done automatically.

[Speaker 2] (52:41 - 54:46)
Right, right. This is a hyper-accurate way if it was an investigation subsequent to a notification. We have a script that can generate 16,000 photos.

The 600,000 offenders, some have multiple photos that were generated by the originating agencies. We click submit, and what we're doing, this is a live demo. We're on a data card.

We're hitting our database with this person's photo. And bear with it, because the data card is a little slow. But it will return when the software did a 3D rendering of his face on the photo.

So even though the photo from the MySpace profile shows him with much darker hair, he's about 12 or 15 years younger, we still find him because certain facial points, certain structures of bone, et cetera, don't really change. And if they do, not significant enough to fool the software. In this case, we can then make a comparison.

The security team can double-click on the images. They'll be given enlarged images of both. They make their visual comparison.

We can even isolate the individual we think it is if they're in a group photo. And they can say, okay, you know, this is the same guy. An investigator can say this is the same guy, a little bit younger, but we know we've got our guy.

We can then see, now he was registered as John Smith. He tried to fool us. We can then go back to our database.

We now know John Smith is really Richard Ludwig. We can then go back to the dossier that I showed you earlier and see who he is, that he's a particular bad guy, lutein the sivius, with a child under 16, noncompliant, et cetera, find out if he's on parole, probation, make the proper notifications to law enforcement. And that concludes the demo.

So I'd be happy to answer any questions.

[Speaker 12] (54:47 - 55:01)
Thank you, Mr. Cardillo. Good presentation. Are there any questions?

No questions. Thank you so very much. We appreciate that.

Thank you very much. So much. Representative Adams, you are recognized to close on your amendment.

[Speaker 4] (55:01 - 55:10)
Thank you, Mr. Chair. As you can see, members, we are trying to give the Internet companies a tool to help protect our children, and I would ask for your favorable support.

[Speaker 12] (55:13 - 55:35)
All right, then. We'll move on to the amendment. All those in favor?

Signify by saying yea. All opposed? Are there any opposed?

Without objection, then your amendment passes. I'm going to gavel back over to you.

[Speaker 4] (55:36 - 55:59)
Thank you, Representative Snyder. Are there any further amendments? Seeing none.

I have some appearance records for Representative Rivera. First one is Brian Broughton. Broughton?

Broughton? You're recognized.

[Speaker 5] (56:10 - 1:02:49)
Good afternoon. I'd like to thank the committee for this invitation to speak here today. It's an honor and a privilege.

First, I want to introduce myself. My name is Brian Broughton. I've been a law enforcement officer with the Martin County Sheriff's Office for 15 years.

The past 10 years, I've been a detective, assigned to investigate crimes against children. This includes the sexual, physical, abuse of children, and the exploitation of children via a computer. I'm also a longstanding member of the Broward County Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force, and I'm also a computer forensic examiner.

As a computer forensic examiner, I have assisted numerous law enforcement agencies around the state, as well as federal law enforcement agencies. I've also taken the task of educating children and their parents about the risk of going online by teaching internet safety programs in our local schools. I believe that the children are our future, and their future depends on us and the actions we take today.

I believe it is our responsibility to nourish them, educate them, shelter them, and protect them. Today, I would like to give this committee some insight into how law enforcement investigates these crimes against children, the problems that law enforcement faces investigating these crimes, and the impact this bill will make in the enforcement of these crimes. During the course of my computer investigations, I have noticed an increase in the amount of movies depicting sexual abuse of children.

I believe this is in part due to the increased availability of broadband internet service, which enables the transfer of larger files at faster speeds, and the increase of numerous file-sharing software programs now found on the internet. I also have observed a disturbing number of video files and graphic files depicting the sexual abuse of children under the age of 12, and many as young as a few months old. People have told me, Brian, these are only pictures.

The suspect, in these cases, never really molested a real child. Well, I have found that many times these so-called pictures can be a catalyst for something larger. Recently, a local Jensen Beach man was arrested for attempting to molest a young boy in a Walmart bathroom.

A later computer forensic examination by myself found that on this suspect's computer, he was downloading, viewing, and searching for child pornography images. Up until the day, he decided to molest a real boy. I also recently arrested a sexual offender who was on probation.

He was caught downloading child pornography from his work computer. This offender was on probation after spending 13 years in prison for molesting his own daughters. When I interviewed him, he told me that the urges were just too strong, the fantasies were taking over, and he could no longer control himself.

Lastly, during a computer forensic examination of a local suspect in Martin County who was arrested for molesting a local child, I recovered chat conversations between our local suspect and an individual identified in Indiana. This person in Indiana was exchanging child pornography website links and pictures with our local suspect. During the chat conversations, he spoke about molesting a 7-year-old boy that apparently he had access to.

While with the assistance of the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force in Indiana, the suspect was identified and a search warrant was conducted on his residence. The investigation in Indiana revealed that the 7-year-old boy did exist. He was a nephew of the suspect and the suspect would occasionally watch this young boy.

It was also learned that the suspect had thousands of child pornography pictures and movies in his possession including pornographic images of the 7-year-old boy. So as you can see, these pictures are not just pictures. During the course of my online investigations, I have posed as a child on the Internet.

Online predators have solicited me for sex, performed lewd acts on a webcam, and sent me obscene pictures and movie files all the while knowing that I was a minor. People have told me once again, Brian, that's not really a crime. Those people are sending those pictures and talking that way to you, not a child.

What's the big deal? Well, here's the big deal. Just three weeks ago, me and my partner were conducting an investigation follow-up over in the Tampa area to interview a suspect who had committed several lewd acts on a webcam to what he believed to be a 14-year-old girl living in Martin County.

After identifying ourselves at the suspect's residence, the suspect stated, well, I know why you're here. You got me. Kind of confused, we asked him to explain.

He said, this must be about last night. Well, obviously, our investigation was a month prior, so we didn't know what he was talking about. So we asked him to explain.

He said that the night before he was chatting with someone on the internet and this person had asked to see his three-year-old son on his webcam, nude. The suspect, living over in Tampa, obliged this other person and stated to us that he did show his three-year-old son nude on a webcam. He also later admitted to committing the lewd act on camera to a girl he thought was 14 living in Martin County, the one that we were there investigating.

One major problem that I've experienced while investigating these crimes is that not many law enforcement agencies are trained or have the equipment to handle such investigations. Even our agency at Martin County, which is very proactive in these type crimes, conduct these investigations on a part-time basis. Many agencies feel that the internet is not a backyard problem.

There is no money to spend on equipment or training. And I understand everyone from local, state, and even the federal level are cutting budgets and pinching pennies. I feel that more money should be appropriated to law enforcement to combat these crimes and to arm our law enforcement with the tools and the knowledge to investigate these crimes and protect our children.

This bill is a positive step in the right direction. Increased penalties and greater enforcement will give law enforcement the tools to prosecute these offenders and keep these online predators away from our children. Remember, the children are our future and it's our responsibility to protect them.

Thank you for your time.

[Speaker 4] (1:02:51 - 1:03:33)
Any questions, members? Thank you so much for your presentation. I will tell you that in our council meeting we heard from our Attorney General, Bill McCullum, and he is concerned about the training issue, as I am, on the education for our law enforcement.

And our discussion led to possibly looking at possible certification as you get recertified in your law enforcement certification that FDLE may make that part of the training and that's something that we're going to be looking into. I look forward to working with the Attorney General on this issue because, as you, we do want to protect our children. Thank you very much.

Representative Snyder, you're recognized.

[Speaker 12] (1:03:34 - 1:04:07)
Dr. Broughton, just on a personal note, thank you so much for coming up here. I know that 376 miles that you drove from Martin County and your wife is here with us and we appreciate her support. You do a great job.

I was thinking something the Attorney General said I can't remember about the surprise but can you imagine the surprise, sir, when they've come to meet a 14-year-old girl and this ex-star offensive linebacker for Florida Southern shows up. I think that'd be quite the surprise. Detective Broughton, on behalf of all of us, thank you so much for driving up here and taking your time.

Thank you very much. It was an honor.

[Speaker 4] (1:04:10 - 1:04:29)
Thank you. Next, we're going to hear from Bonnie Lang. You're recognized.

[Speaker 6] (1:04:29 - 1:10:21)
Good afternoon. Thank you for having me today. Thank you to the Attorney General's office for asking me to speak today.

My name is Bonnie Lang. I'm the president of the Florida chapter of Kids Come First. We are an internet safety organization.

We teach children how to avoid becoming victims of predators online and who to contact if they have been approached. Something needs to be done in the state of Florida. Mike Phillips, who is here today, told the Tallahassee Democrat in an article that was published on January 29, 2007, that in 2005 and 2006, agents from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement filed 125 charges for child pornography and 145 charges for child solicitation.

By nature, our children are curious. We have to first of all understand how a predator thinks and works. You can have a room full of kids in here and a predator will look at every one of those kids and they will pick out the weakest link and they will target that child.

It's like a lion who's out in Africa and they target the weakest gazelle and they go after the weakest gazelle. A predator does the exact same thing. They will talk to a child, sometimes over a period of months.

They will make sure they have that child under their control. They look for a troubled child who seeks attention because there's problems at home. They will read their blogs.

Mom made me mad today. I'm upset with Dad. My brother hates me.

This child has a problem. Oh, I know how you feel. I'm sure that there are plenty of adults in this room who have talked to people online and you've talked to them for a while and you think you know that person.

Oh, I've talked to him for two years. I know who this person is. You've never met him in real life.

How do we expect a child to feel any different? I've talked to people online for ten years. Sometimes it's hard to remember.

Wait a minute, he lives up in Vermont. I don't really know him in real life. Kids feel the same way.

This is not a child's fault. It's human nature. The next thing you know this predator will ask for a phone number.

Now they're talking on the phone. They think, hey, this person's in another state. This is no big deal.

What harm can it do? They talk for a while. Now they feel like they really know him because of phone communication.

Part of the grooming process. These men and women are meticulous in what they do to our children. They have gained the trust.

Now they want to meet. Kids think, well, this is my friend. This person won't hurt me.

And the one thing every predator tells every single victim is don't tell anyone. And because they've been groomed to trust this person, they don't think anything about it and they don't say anything. Florida has had too many instances in dealing with predators who meet children.

One time is too many. You have Erin Nemhard who met Edward Nevarez last year and was taken to Miami. She was subjected to not one but two sex offenders.

Kenneth Holton solicited a 14-year-old girl online. He told her, you've got to promise me you won't tell anyone. You're not a cop, are you?

They want to bust older people for going out with younger people. Wish they would mind their own business. He drove to Broward County Park to meet the girl.

The 14-year-old girl was a detective from Coral Springs Police Department. He went to court and his punishment was probation. That's a problem.

It wasn't an actual 14-year-old girl but what if it had been? My own daughter came to me one day and she said, Mom, I got a message. Do you know this ID?

No. I'll deal with it. I went to her computer.

It said ASL. I put 13 female Florida. She was 13 years old.

It was on her computer. I said, how about you? He said, 40 male Georgia.

And excuse me, but the next thing he typed was have you ever given a blowjob? That could have gone to my 13-year-old child. That's a problem.

I want to introduce you to somebody. This is Casey Woody. Casey Woody was a 14-year-old girl.

Her dad is a police officer in Arkansas. Casey started talking to a kid who said he was 17 years old and lived in San Diego, California. No problem.

She gave him his phone number. She had told him that her mom was killed in a car accident. Strange thing is, his aunt was in a car accident.

She was on life support. Problem with that is, David Fuller was not a 17-year-old kid, but a 47-year-old man who was divorced and had one strike against him when he was accused of molesting his own daughter and got away with it. Had the second strike against him when he was fired from his job as a used car salesman for downloading pornographic materials, child pornography on his work computer.

Third strike came when he flew from San Diego to Greenbrier, Arkansas and broke into Casey's house. Floreformed her, drugged her out, threw her in the back of a van, raped her in the back of the van and put a bullet in her head. No longer here.

He should have been a registered sex offender. There should not be a second chance. If there was not second chances, Casey might still be here today.

And we need to do something to stop this. Florida is on the right track. Deputy Press Secretary for Homeland Security Brian Doyle is sentenced to five years in prison.

He's serving that time right now. This is not what our children should have to go through because a predator is out there to fulfill a sick obsession and destroy the life of our future. Let Florida be the hero for every single state in this country to say, hey, they're taking a stand we need to follow.

No more second chances. Thank you very much.

[Speaker 4] (1:10:23 - 1:11:04)
Thank you very much. Members, any questions or comments? Thank you so much for your testimony.

I believe we also have Commissioner Bailey in our audience from FDLE. I want to welcome him to our proceedings. Are there any further public testimony?

Anyone else wish to speak? Back on the bill as amended? Questions?

Questions? Debate? Representative Kravitz, you're recognized.

[Speaker 9] (1:11:04 - 1:11:36)
First of all, I want to publicly thank Representative Rivera for doing this wonderful job in protecting the most vulnerable upon us, among us and our children and for the Attorney General in sponsoring this wonderful legislation. I'd like to encourage everybody here on this committee and any legislators who are listening to cosponsor this bill. It'd be wonderful if we had 119 cosponsors that would really send a message, so I would encourage everybody to do that.

Thank you very much.

[Speaker 4] (1:11:38 - 1:11:39)
Representative Garcia, you're not recognized.

[Speaker 11] (1:11:40 - 1:12:42)
Thank you much. You know, some of us this morning we sat for hours looking at the budgets for the different budgets. One presentation that came to mind and maybe I got the wrong idea from some of the members of the committee, there was some concern as far as to how many people we were incarcerating.

However, the way I saw it, the figures for incarceration were going up, the figures for crime were going down. So, again, I'm all for rehabilitating and whatever, but in this particular case, experience tells you that the extreme rate of recidivism, there's no other way but to put these people away. So, I would definitely encourage the passage of the bill I support it fully.

Anything that will increase the time for these predators, I'm definitely in favor of it.

[Speaker 4] (1:12:45 - 1:12:47)
Representative Carroll, you're recognized.

[Speaker 13] (1:12:47 - 1:13:51)
Thank you, Madam Chair. Representative Rivera, I want to congratulate you on this good measure as a parent of three and they're all on MySpace. I also want to thank the MySpace folks for the measures that you're putting in place, but also want to let, we all need to be a part of this.

The society, parents, there are, as parents, and my husband is a computer whiz, there is a program out there that you can find out your kid's password in which we have our kid's password. So, we go on site and we check and see who they're talking to and what they're saying. They don't know that, but we do that.

So, the information needs to be placed out there to let parents know what they can acquire so that they can, again, protect their kids. So, I want to thank you very much. This is one step and hopefully in years to come we'll have additional.

We can't build enough prisons and this is a disease or so that people have that will probably never be cured and short of castration, I don't know what else we can do, but we do need to lock them away and protect our children.

[Speaker 4] (1:13:53 - 1:13:56)
Thank you. Representative Harrell, you're recognized.

[Speaker 8] (1:13:57 - 1:15:16)
Thank you very much, Madam Chairman, and I do want to join in with my colleagues here and give you accolades, Representative Rivera, for bringing this forward to us. As in medicine, the best attack is prevention and I think the kinds of things that MySpace is doing to really assist with taking people off the net is going to be very important and parents need to be a real strong part of this and I agree with you that we really need to make sure parents assume some responsibility in doing this as well, but I think we really need to make sure, as we did with the Jessica Lunsford Act as we move forward, that we continue to be on the same track of getting sexual predators off the streets.

This is a major, major endeavor. Increasing the penalties, I think, is the most important thing we're doing and the strong message that we're sending that we're going to track you down by your email addresses. We're going to take you off the net and we're going to report you and that you will be in breach of your probation or whatever if you do this is an extremely important prevention measure as well.

Thank you very much for doing this.

[Speaker 4] (1:15:17 - 1:16:23)
Further comments, members? I would like to also recognize Majority Leader Bowen. She has sat through our committee and says a lot.

Leadership is very interested in protecting our children, as I know Leader Bowen is. I would like to thank you, Representative Rivera, and the Attorney General McCollum, for bringing this issue forward because it is important. We need to protect our children.

We also need to protect our citizens and I think in doing so we protect everyone, but especially our children, the ones that are vulnerable to these predators out there. And I commend all of you for coming here today with your testimony. I'd like to thank all the speakers and Ms. Lang, for you being here today, I'd like to say thank you. It is important that we put faces on these children because they aren't statistics, they're people and we need to protect our children. I also want to thank FDLE for their participation and help with helping us draft this because they are, of course, in charge of our registry and we want to make sure that we maintain our registry. And with that, I'll recognize you Representative Rivera to close on your bill.

[Speaker 3] (1:16:24 - 1:19:42)
Thank you very much Madam Chair and members of the committee. There's really little else to say particularly after testimony from the last presenter, from Ms. Lang. I appreciate the remarks and commendations, but I believe the leadership shown by Attorney General McCollum, by Governor Christ, Speaker Rubio, law enforcement, so many folks that are concerned with this issue, I think speaks volumes as to why it is so important that we deal with it during this legislative session.

Only two points that I would add in my close that perhaps have not been mentioned earlier, and that is there's been a lot of discussion when we talk about sexual predators in terms of the history or prior activity of those who engage in this type of, in these types of crimes, a type of a repeated pattern of behavior that we find for causing these types of crimes. culprits that were involved in such tragic cases as the Jessica Lungford case or the Carly Brucha case were over and over. We see there are certain things and aspects of behavior involving child pornography in particular that are often the precursor for some of these most heinous crimes.

Governor Christ and General McCollum have talked repeatedly about that pattern of behavior and the unspeakable acts that can result. Many of which are covered in this bill. But I also think we need to look at the added provisions that are encompassed in this legislation.

We're talking about movements in technology that are occurring almost on a daily basis, and I want to commend the members of that are becoming partners in this effort to keep up with the technology and make sure we confront this phenomenon. Like I said earlier, it's often difficult to speak about some of these issues, but we're adding this legislation. Adults, imagine this, adults that are involved in offering their own children.

We're asking other adults to be involved their children in child pornography. We're adding in this bill allowing undercover operatives to be engaged in the law enforcement aspect of cyber crimes and sexual predators being involved on the Internet. We talked earlier about the increased penalties, where previously possession of child sexual abuse was a five-year maximum, and now we're talking about a 15-year maximum.

We're now promoting child sexual abuse images as a 15-year maximum. This bill will allow a 30-year maximum. Now we discussed earlier with Representative Kravitz soliciting a child online, even with travel right now is a five-year maximum.

This bill will add a new crime and make it a 15-year maximum. So I think taken all together, the technological challenges that we face with the sentencing guidelines, as Representative Harrell mentioned, are so important in terms of increasing the sentences and punishment for these crimes, this bill takes a huge step forward for the state of Florida, and I hope to have your unanimous support. Thank you very much, Madam Chairman.

[Speaker 4] (1:19:44 - 1:19:47)
With that, Representative Snider moves the bill. Sign it, please call the roll.

[Speaker 15] (1:19:50 - 1:19:53)
Representatives Carroll? Garcia?

[Speaker 3] (1:19:53 - 1:19:53)
Yes.

[Speaker 15] (1:19:54 - 1:20:04)
Harrell? Yes. Jenny?

Yes. Kravitz? Fourth?

Ross? Yes. Snider?

Yes. Representative Adams? Yes.

Nine to zero.

[Speaker 4] (1:20:05 - 1:20:19)
By your vote, House Bill 573 is reported favorably. Thank you, Representative Rivera. Thank you, Madam Chair, members of the committee.

Any further business before our committee? Seeing none, without objection, Representative Snider moves we rise.
