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There he is. Representative Rivera, you're recognized.

[Speaker 3] (1:10 - 3:46)
Thank you very much, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, members of the Committee, thank you for allowing me to present House Bill 573. As some of you may know, Florida currently ranks third in the nation in the volume of child pornography moving across this state by way of the Internet.

In Florida alone, there are at least ten known victims whose victimization was photographed and is now being distributed around the world every day. As the Internet expands, so does the production, trade, and viewing of images portraying children being sexually abused. According to a recent study, one out of every seven children between 10 and 17 years of age are solicited to engage in online sexual activity.

House Bill 573 enhances the penalties for these crimes that steal the innocence of our children, as well as creating a separate penalty for those who travel to sexually abuse a child they have met over the Internet. The bill addresses the growing problem of child pornography and child sexual abuse through the use of the Internet by clarifying that the Office of Statewide Prosecution has jurisdiction over these offenses involving the Internet, creating a new penalty, a 15-year jail sentence, for predators who contact a child online and then attempt to meet the child for the purpose of further abusing them sexually, increasing penalties for possession or promotion of child pornography that includes images of children under five, sexual battery of a child, sadomasochistic abuse of a child, or any pornographic video or live movie of a child. For possession of these images, the charge increases from a third-degree felony to a second-degree felony, punishable from five to 15 years of jail time. For promotion and distribution of these images, the charge increases from a second-degree felony to a first-degree felony, a 15 to 30-year jail sentence.

Types of images I have just described are certainly horrific and sickening to anyone. This bill sends a message to those who would perpetrate these crimes that if they target our children, they will be put behind bars for a long time. Madam Chair, that is the bill.

There are two amendments, and if I could ask your indulgence, before we proceed to the amendments, we have Attorney General Bill McCollum here that would like to address the committee.

[Speaker 4] (3:46 - 3:58)
Thank you, Representative Rivera. And we will now recognize Attorney General Bill McCollum, and thank you for being here today. I know this is a very important bill and something that you're very much in favor of.

AG Bill McCollum:
[Speaker 7] (3:59 - 7:44)
Well, thank you very much, Madam Chairman, and I want to assure you I'm proud to be here with Representative Rivera today and to support strongly his bill. It's one that I think is vital to our state. I know you personally are aware of it, and I think most of the members of the committee are, but it's an extremely important bill.

Representative Rivera gave some startling statistics, and I can tell you firsthand how some of these ideas came about the need for this particular legislation from our Cybercrimes Child Predator Unit in Jacksonville. Florida, as some of you know, ranks third in the nation in the volume of child pornography and sexual abuse images of children that appear every day on our screens, and I'm told that if you want to correlate that in the world, if we were a country, we would rank in the world sixth in terms of volume every day of the sort of thing that's produced. I've been over to that unit.

A couple of you have been, too. I think you perhaps have, Madam Chairman. And when we see people every day eager to talk on the Internet to our children and to try to lure them to a site and do something to them, it's really remarkable.

These images and these conversations take place in chat rooms. They take place with instant messages. They take the form of various sexual acts.

We see that the pictures that are there are shared. They're often traded. And I'd just comment two quick things to you about child pornography, which is part of this.

Some people don't see the gravity of that as a crime. Every child that's abused is in pain. If these pictures are taken, these photographs are taken of a child, a five-year-old, a six-year-old, often sometimes even babies, those pictures are reproduced on the Internet, and they stay in essence that pain stays with the child for a lifetime.

It is not right to have the abuse in the first place. It is triply, quadruply wrong to have this type of image that's conveyed, collected, stored, and reproduced over many, many years. So I'm very proud today to support HB 573.

I want to give you one illustration that I think illustrates the point of the first provision that Representative Rivera pointed out to you, the desire to increase the penalty from five years to 15 years from going over and actually traveling to meet a child. It's not unusual for somebody to go on the Internet and look for a child. It isn't, unfortunately, too unusual for them to go actually to the site.
We had a case just recently that the child predator unit that's only been up for a year found was startling. It had a seven-time convicted felon using a public library computer, lured what he thought was a 13-year-old girl to meet him, and showed up with a hunting knife resting on the floor between the two front seats. That's a real case that we had this year in our cybercrimes unit.

He was sentenced to five years, thank goodness, but that was the maximum time for that sentence…

—-----------

[Speaker 3] (7:55 - 9:26)
Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and I also wish to join in commending Attorney General McCollum for bringing to fruition an issue I know he's discussed for a long time now. I know last year in particular there were many months where I was with Attorney General McCollum both in South Florida and different parts of the state where he always stressed what a priority issue this is for him and it's wonderful to see that it's come to fruition today. In terms of our amendments, the first amendment makes several clarifying changes to the bill and addresses comments made in the staff analysis as well.

The amendment defines terms that were not defined in the bill. It increases the severity of the offense of possession of child pornography when the images are particularly offensive and provides that this will apply when the offender possesses 10 or more images of any child pornography and at least one of the images involves a child under the age of 5 or another particularly offensive image. The amendment also includes a provision increasing penalties when an offender misrepresents his age in order to seduce a child over the internet.

This is a behavior where the sex offender attempts to show that he is closer in age to the child so the child will feel more comfortable and is sometimes referred to as grooming. And finally, the amendment ranks the offense of traveling to meet a minor for the purpose of committing a sexual offense in the offense severity ranking chart to make sure that we can rank the criminal punishment code for sentencing purposes. That is the first amendment, Madam Chair.

[Speaker 4] (9:26 - 9:30)
Thank you. Questions? Representative Kravitz, you are recognized for a question.

[Speaker 9] (9:30 - 9:53)
Yes. Representative Rivera, in the amendment that concerns the traveling to seduce or solicit or lure I see where it says it commits a felony of second degree. So what would the minimum mandatory be on that?

I know it cites chapters, but I'm not an attorney.

[Speaker 4] (9:53 - 9:54)
You're recognized.

[Speaker 9] (9:54 - 10:13)
Five to 15. Oh, so it's a reduction? No.

No. Would the Chair follow? Follow.

I saw it on the original bill. It was mandatory 15 years. Minimum mandatory for this.

[Speaker 3] (10:14 - 10:32)
You're recognized. We've had several technical changes in the criminal classification on sentencing. I want to make sure I don't misrepresent any of those sentencing changes.

So perhaps I don't have that change in my notes here, but I know we have Maureen Hork in the Deputy Attorney General for cyber crimes, and maybe she can come up and give that one.

[Speaker 4] (10:32 - 10:38)
I believe that Trina can answer that one. Oh, perfect. Trina Kramer, our Staff Director.

You're recognized.

[Speaker 16] (10:38 - 10:57)
The original bill I think inadvertently didn't rank the offense at issue here. The original bill did make it a second degree felony. The amendment ranks the offense in the Offense Severity Ranking Chart in a level to which it's going to require at least 21 months in prison and up to 15 years in prison.

[Speaker 9] (11:02 - 11:04)
If there aren't any questions, I'll just hold for debate.

[Speaker 4] (11:06 - 11:21)
Further questions? No further questions. Representative Revere, you're recognized.

Close on your amendment.

[Speaker 3] (11:21 - 11:22)
I close on the amendment.

[Speaker 4] (11:25 - 11:26)
You want to debate the amendment?

[Speaker 9] (11:27 - 12:08)
Representative Kravitz, you're recognized. Well, Representative Revere, let me just ask you, would you be open to further? I mean, I don't understand why we couldn't do a minimum 15 years, minimum mandatory.

If you solicit on the Internet and travel to perform or entice a child to commit a sexual act or whatever, however the language is, why not make, or would you be open to making that a minimum mandatory of 15 years?

[Speaker 3] (12:11 - 12:29)
My understanding, Representative Kravitz, and again, I want to make sure that I have these classifications correct, but the soliciting online remains a five year max, but traveling to meet adds a new crime, a completely new crime, which gives you a 15 year maximum.

—----------
Rep. Rivera:
[Speaker 3] (1:16:24 - 1:19:42)
Thank you very much Madam Chair and members of the committee. There's really little else to say particularly after testimony from the last presenter, from Ms. Lang. I appreciate the remarks and commendations, but I believe the leadership shown by Attorney General McCollum, by Governor Christ, Speaker Rubio, law enforcement, so many folks that are concerned with this issue, I think speaks volumes as to why it is so important that we deal with it during this legislative session.

Only two points that I would add in my close that perhaps have not been mentioned earlier, and that is there's been a lot of discussion when we talk about sexual predators in terms of the history or prior activity of those who engage in this type of, in these types of crimes, a type of a repeated pattern of behavior that we find for causing these types of crimes. culprits that were involved in such tragic cases as the Jessica Lungford case or the Carly Brucha case were over and over. We see there are certain things and aspects of behavior involving child pornography in particular that are often the precursor for some of these most heinous crimes.

Governor Christ and General McCollum have talked repeatedly about that pattern of behavior and the unspeakable acts that can result. Many of which are covered in this bill. But I also think we need to look at the added provisions that are encompassed in this legislation.

We're talking about movements in technology that are occurring almost on a daily basis, and I want to commend the members of that are becoming partners in this effort to keep up with the technology and make sure we confront this phenomenon. Like I said earlier, it's often difficult to speak about some of these issues, but we're adding this legislation. Adults, imagine this, adults that are involved in offering their own children.

We're asking other adults to be involved their children in child pornography. We're adding in this bill allowing undercover operatives to be engaged in the law enforcement aspect of cyber crimes and sexual predators being involved on the Internet. We talked earlier about the increased penalties, where previously possession of child sexual abuse was a five-year maximum, and now we're talking about a 15-year maximum.

We're now promoting child sexual abuse images as a 15-year maximum. This bill will allow a 30-year maximum. Now we discussed earlier with Representative Kravitz soliciting a child online, even with travel right now is a five-year maximum.

This bill will add a new crime and make it a 15-year maximum. So I think taken all together, the technological challenges that we face with the sentencing guidelines, as Representative Harrell mentioned, are so important in terms of increasing the sentences and punishment for these crimes, this bill takes a huge step forward for the state of Florida, and I hope to have your unanimous support. Thank you very much, Madam Chairman.



